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ITALIA CREATIVA – support for and promotion of young Italian creativity
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press release

Gemine Muse 2009

art confronted

6th edition of the event that puts young artists in contact with masterpieces of the past

18 April – 30 June 2009

Rome, 14 Aprile 2009 – Art as confrontation, hand to hand, negotiated: the opposite of golden isolation. This is the theme of Gemine Muse 2009, the event to take place from 18 April to 30 June 2009, which in the European Year 2009 of creativity and innovation, includes the participation of 150 young artists and 30 curators in 22 Italian cities in an itinerary of exhibits, performance art and theatre. By now in its sixth edition, Gemine Muse 2009 is part of the project entitled ITALIA CREATIVA, directed by the Italian Government’s Council of Ministries – Department of Youth in collaboration with ANCI – the National Association of Italian Cities, – and GAI – the Association for the Circuit of Young Italian Artists.

The object of the event is to increase awareness of Italy’s artistic patrimony and to encourage cultural dialogue, by means of the circulation of experiences, ideas and creativity of young artists who, following a formula proven to provide results, present new works that relate to the great works of art and architecture in Italian cities.

As in previous editions, new ideas also take young artists beyond the walls of museums and into contact with urban realities, thanks to diverse themes and itineraries, and through initiatives that involve all the artistic disciplines (from visual arts to music, design, theatre and dance).

This concept is underlined by Government Minister for Youth Giorgia Meloni, who believes that “No generation goes down in history for only having preserved the past, but rather for having been able to introduce new ideas, works and protagonists. ... Gemine Muse is a valuable occasion for young Italian artists, whatever the discipline they are engaged in: from visual arts to music, from design to dance and theatre. ... young Italian talents have the opportunity to enrich the sphere of Italian creativity, uniting their contemporary spirit to ancient culture”.

This year Gemine Muse is examined from an exceptional point of view, that of Angela Vettese, art critic and university professor in art history, who introduces the 2009 catalogue. She writes, “...events such as Gemine Muse launch an appeal to the works of the youngest artists: it asks them to not resign themselves to the general acceptance of the category of “contemporary art” and to test their wings out of the nest and beyond the protected preserves. ... This is still the guiding light, perhaps now more than ever, of an event that by now enjoys a long and respectable continuity.”

Because it’s important to give young artists the opportunity to work in places that are not consecrated to the “new muse”, for a public that is “not necessarily in agreement”, with the aim of thinking of “contemporary art as a pin pricked into the body of ancient art or in any other given cultural or social context”.

Gemine Muse is not only a showcase for presenting new artistic works and performances, it is also a dual confrontation along parallel tracks: on the one hand the artist who creates a work inspired by a curatorial theme or a masterpiece of the past; on the other, the exchange of experiences between the artists involved, in what can be thought of as a journey through time and culture seen through the eyes of the event’s young protagonists. Diverse points of view presented through same exhibit itineraries create a new network of places for carrying on the search for contemporary means of expression. In its first five editions (2002-2007) Gemine Muse has shown a constant increase in the numbers of cities, museums, critics, artists and visitors involved.

For the 2009 edition, Cidac – the Association of Cities of Art and Culture --  is once again a partner in the event. Gemine Muse is also supported by SEAT Pagine Gialle and by UniCredit Private Banking as Main Sponsors, and by Electa Mondadori as technical sponsor. Complete information is available on www.giovaniartisti.it 

Cities involved: Ancona, Bari, Biella, Bologna, Cagliari, Campobasso, Catania, Cremona, Ferrara, Forlì, Genova, Messina, Milano, Modena, Novara, Padova, Pavia, Prato, Roma, Teramo, Torino, Trento

Press office for Gemine Muse 2009: Renzi&Partners Srl

Alessandro Fava – +39-06 68407240 – +39-225460735 – a.fava@renziepartners.it

Francesco Grossi - +39-06 68407224 – +39-392 4916548  - f.grossi@renziepartners.it

INFO : GAI - Associazione per il Circuito dei Giovani Artisti Italiani / Segreteria Nazionale – Via San Francesco da Paola 3, 10123 Torino / 
Tel. +39-011.4430020/45 – fax  +39-0114430021 – toll free +39-800 807082 / info@giovaniartisti.it
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